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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the research were to 1) study the level of appreciation of murals painting
and participation in mural painting conservation of people in the eastern region; 2) study the
participation in cultural management with regard to the conservation of murals painting; 3) to seek
appropriate approaches to manage the cultural resources of community network organizations
in order to conserve murals painting in the eastern region. A five-level rating scale questionnaire
was used with 400 people living near mural painting sites. Mean, S.D. and Discriminant Analysis
were used to analyze the data. 44 representatives from the mural painting conservation network
in the eastern region were interviewed by the researcher. Content Analysis was used to analyze
the data. The research results were as follows:

1. The appreciation of murals painting of people in the eastern region was at a moderate
level. The participation in mural painting conservation of the participants was at a low level.
Associative value and appreciation of historical artwork decisions of participants who appreciated
and those who did not appreciate murals painting were different at the.05 level of significance.
Informational value, aesthetic value and economic value, and participation in implementation,
participation in benefits and participation in evaluation are not significantly different.

2. In terms of participation in cultural management of community network organizations,
it was found that 1) Planning: most local communities lacked information and knowledge about
murals painting. The people in the communities let murals deteriorate. They perceived murals
painting as the symbols of the past and history which has no use to them. 2) Organization
management: abbots and temple representatives were trusted in cultural management decision

making. Since there were not enough qualified cultural management officers, mural restoration
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was merely to maintain the conditions of the murals painting. 3) Controlling : The communities
promoted group-building and network cooperation to develop the effectiveness of the groups and
group leaders who had strong leadership in cultural resource management.

3. Regarding mural painting management and mural painting conservation in the eastern
region, it was found that appropriate methods to help conserve murals painting in the eastern
region were 1) Promoting local communities to be able to manage their cultural resources by
providing budget and promoting group-building to conserve art work in the communities as well
as educate people in cultural resource management. 2) Encouraging people in the communities to
take responsibility in their cultural management. 3) Promoting mural painting study and study of

Body of Knowledge of murals in the eastern region in order to be resources in providing knowledge

of murals painting to communities
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